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Why has postwar Japanese abortion policy been relatively progressive, while contraception policy has been
relatively conservative? The Japanese government legalized abortion in 1948 but did not approve the pill
until 1999. In this carefully researched study, Tiana Norgren argues that these contradictory policies flowed
from very different historical circumstances and interest group configurations. Doctors and family planners
used a small window of opportunity during the Occupation to legalize abortion, and afterwards, doctors and
women battled religious groups to uphold the law. The pill, on the other hand, first appeared at an
inauspicious moment in history. Until circumstances began to change in the mid-1980s, the pharmaceutical
industry was the pill's lone champion: doctors, midwives, family planners, and women all opposed the pill as
a potential threat to their livelihoods, abortion rights, and women's health.

Clearly written and interwoven with often surprising facts about Japanese history and politics, Norgren's
book fills vital gaps in the cross-national literature on the politics of reproduction, a subject that has received
more attention in the European and American contexts. Abortion Before Birth Control will be a valuable
resource for those interested in abortion and contraception policies, gender studies, modern Japanese history,
political science, and public policy. This is a major contribution to the literature on reproductive rights and
the role of civil society in a country usually discussed in the context of its industrial might.
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From reader reviews:

Terra Runyan:

The particular book Abortion before Birth Control: The Politics of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. will bring
one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Abortion before Birth
Control: The Politics of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Martha Holt:

Abortion before Birth Control: The Politics of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Abortion before Birth Control: The Politics of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gordon Rollins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Abortion before Birth Control: The
Politics of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Abortion
before Birth Control: The Politics of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lillian Vaughn:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Abortion before Birth Control: The Politics
of Reproduction in Postwar Japan. can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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